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Happy 4th of July

SSuubbssccrriippttiioonnss
NNaammee::______________________________________________________________________________________________________

AAddddrreessss::____________________________________________________________________________________________________

CCiittyy::____________________________________________SSTT::________________________ZZiipp____________________________

Send an $18 check to: 
TThhee CCoouunnttrryy RReeggiisstteerr ·· 1122883355 KKiisskkaa SStt.. NNEE ·· BBllaaiinnee,, MMNN 5555444499
If you want to pay by credit card, please call 763-754-1661!

GGeett oonnee yyeeaarrss wwoorrtthh ooff ppaappeerrss ffoorr oonnllyy $$1188!!

Gift Certi;cate Drawing Form
To enter, complete form andmail to:

The Country Register
12835Kiska St NE
Blaine, MN55449

All questionsmust be answered to qualify.

Name:_____________________________________________
Address:__________________________________________
City:_____________________State:_______Zip:_________
Favorite Shop Advertised:____________________________
My Favorite Shop because:____________________________
__________________________________________________
My Favorite Country Register Feature(s):________________
_________________________________________________
Found this issue at:__________________________________
Regular reader?_______________1st time reader?________
Do you tell the shops you saw their ad in the paper?________
What stores would you like to see in The Country Register?
(include town)______________________________________
__________________________________________________
Please make sure to tell the shop owners you saw their ad in
The Country Register! It’s the only way they know you saw them
here and that their advertising dollars work!

Win a $25 Gift Certificate!
Each issue we give away a $25 gift certiIcate to YOUR favorite shop!

Just Ill out the form below to entered in the drawing. (one per person please)

JA18

The Country Register Publisher Contact List
The Country Register began in Arizona, in the Fall of 1988, to provide effective, affordable advertising for
shops, shows, and other experiences enjoyed by a kindred readership. Since then the paper has flourished
and spread. Look for the paper in your travels.

Barbara Floyd, founder  •  barbara@countryregister.com  •  602-237-6008 
PUBLICATIONS ALL ACROSS THE UNITED STATES & CANADA

To receive a sample paper from another area, mail $3.00 in U.S.A. or $4.00 in Canada to that area’s editor. 

USA
Arizona: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 602-942-8950
Arkansas: Richard and Lenda Brown, 405-470-2597
California: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 602-942-8950
Colorado: Jan & John Keller, 719-749-9797
Connecticut: Dave & Amy Carter, 866-825-9217
Delaware: Merle & Gail Taylor, 888-616-8319
Florida: Dave & Amy Carter, 866-825-9217
Georgia: Linda Parish, 706-340-1049
Idaho (N): Dee Sleep, 605-722-7028
Idaho (S): Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 602-942-8950
Illinois: Richard and Lenda Brown, 405-470-2597
Indiana: Gail & Merle Taylor, 888-616-8319
Iowa: Linda Glendy, 641-751-2619
Kansas: Cindy Baldwin, 866-966-9815
Maine: Deborah Daney, 207-324-7482
Maryland: Dave & Amy Carter,  866-825-9217
Massachusetts & RI: Dave & Amy Carter, 866-825-9217
Michigan: Bill, Marlene & Leslie Howell, 989-751-8860
Minnesota: Kim & Mickey Keller, 763-754-1661
Missouri: Richard and Lenda Brown, 405-470-2597
Montana: Dee Sleep, 605-722-7028
Nebraska: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 602-942-8950
Nevada (N): Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 602-942-8950
Nevada (S): Glena Dunn, 702-523-1803

New Hampshire: Michelle Hatch, 603-571-1822
New Jersey: Merle & Gail Taylor, 888-616-8319
New Mexico: Jan & John Keller, 719-749-9797
New York: Dave & Amy Carter, 866-825-9217
North Carolina: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 888-942-8950
North Dakota: Dee Sleep, 605-722-7028
Ohio: Barb Moore, 937-652-1157
Oklahoma: Richard and Lenda Brown, 405-470-2597
Oregon: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 602-942-8950
Pennsylvania: Merle & Gail Taylor, 888-616-8319
Rhode Island: Dave & Amy Carter, 866-825-9217
South Carolina: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 888-942-8950
South Dakota: Dee Sleep, 605-722-7028
Texas: Richard and Lenda Brown, 405-470-2597
Vermont: Michelle Hatch, 603-571-1822
Virginia: Dave & Amy Carter, 866-825-9217
Washington: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 602-942-8950
West Virginia: Merle & Gail Taylor, 888-616-8319
Wisconsin: Scott and Jennifer Hughes, 715-838-9426
Wyoming: Dee Sleep, 605-722-7028
CANADA
Alberta: Ruth Burke, 780-889-3769
British Columbia: Bryan Stonehill, 1-800-784 6711
Manitoba & Saskatchewan: Scott & Marj Kearns, 306-736-2441
Ontario: Harriet Ramos,  613-424-6420 

Kim Keller, Publisher
12835 Kiska St. NE
Blaine, MN 55449
763-754-1661

minnesota@countryregister.com
www.countryregister.com/mn
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And the Winners Are...
Marie L. Minick of Lino Lakes, MNwon a $25 gift certiIcate to FFaarrmmeerr’’ss

DDaauugghhtteerr in White Bear Lake, MN. Marie says FFaarrmmeerr’’ss  DDaauugghhtteerr is her 
favorite shop because of the “great variety, friendly people and it’s open
seven days a week”!

Congratulations!
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Mason Jar Luminaries
Non-Toxic Mosquito Repellent

1-2 slices of Lemon
1-2 slices of Lime
Couple sprigs of Rosemary

Add all ingredients and  ll with water

7-10 drops Eucalyptus oil
7-10 drops Lemon oil
Floating tea lights

JJuunnee
21-Sept. 4............................................................................................Row by Row Shop Hop

JJuullyy
25-28.............................................................Christmas in July - Quilter’s Cottage - Kiester
27-August 12................................................................................Quilt Minnesota Shop Hop
31-Oct. 14.............................Playing with Purpose - Iowa Quilt Museum - Winterest, IA

AAuugguusstt
4-5..................................Quilt MN Bus Trip - Crafty Corner Quilt Shoppe - Worthington
5...........Quillt Minnesota bus trip - Michele’s Quilting and Sewing Center - Blue Earth
5...........................................Quillt Minnesota bus trip - Old Alley Quilt Shop - Sherburn
11.................................................................NE Section Bus Tour - Quilted Dog - Cloquet
23-25...................16th Anniversary Celebration - Gone To Pieces Quilt Shop - Kimball

SSeepptteemmbbeerr
6.......................................................................................................Quilt Expo - Madison, WI
15...............................................................................................Fiber Arts Festival - Fairmont
15..................................................................Harvest Festival - Willowood Market - Bemidji
27-29...................................................................36th Annual Quilt Show - Des Moines, IA
29.................................................................Flea Market - Past & Present Antiques - Waseca

OOccttoobbeerr
27................................................................................11th Annual Holiday Bazaar - Bemidji

Special Events

Alexandria..................................................................14
Baxter.........................................................................10
Bemidji.................................................................10,11
Blue Earth................................................................16
Braham ........................................................................6
Cannon Falls.......................................................19
Cook.............................................................................8
Cloquet.....................................................................9
Des Moines, IA.........................................................13
Detroit Lakes.............................................................10
Downsville, WI............................................................5
Duluth.......................................................................8,9
Eagan.........................................................................12
East Grand Forks.....................................................11
Eden Valley................................................................6
Ellsworth, IA.............................................................13
Fairmont....................................................................17
Faribault.....................................................................16
Foley...........................................................................14
Hayward....................................................................5
International Falls.....................................................8

Kiester........................................................................16
Kimball.......................................................................14
Lake City...................................................................15
Luverne......................................................................18
Madison, WI..............................................................15
McGregor..................................................................10
Morton.......................................................................22
New Ulm...................................................................17
Nisswa........................................................................4
Owatonna.................................................................21
Richmond..............................................................5
Sandstone................................................................9
Sherburn...................................................................16
Tomah, WI.................................................................19
Waseca.......................................................................21
White Bear Lake.......................................................6
Windom....................................................................18
Winona......................................................................15
Winterset, IA..............................................................13
Worthington..............................................................18

City Listing

O beautiful for spacious skies,
For amber waves of grain,

For purple mountain majesties
Above the fruited plain!

America! America!
God shed His grace on thee,
And crown thy good with

brotherhood
From sea to shining sea!
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*Primitives
*FolkArt
*BarnStars
*Furniture
*Floral

*WallQuilts
*Pottery

*Stitcheries

Phone: 218-963-1212

SummerHours:
Mon-Sat 10am - 5pm
Sun 10am - 4pm

Come
VisitUs!

Wehave
local
artists!

0e Green Porch
5430 Country Rd. 18 • Nisswa, MN

A New Season Beneath The Sycamore Tree
by Kerri Habben

Sometimes the sweetness of life bends you
in half. In those moments you are utterly and
fully alive. When you stand up again you are
stronger, breathe more deeply, and experience
the world with kinder eyes.

I am living through new seasons. They
began in winter, shimmered into spring, and
now it is summer. Summer with all of its fullness
and abundance.

When we learned my mother was dying, I
had just broken my right foot. I broke it in three
places, and it required surgery. The accident
was a gift. A broken foot heals. A broken
conscience might not have. My mother had truly needed more care than I could
give. She was in a nursing home until she came home five weeks later with hospice.
Friends ensured I could be with Mom part of every day and helped us in countless ways.

I had many long hours at home. I listened to the house breathe in the silence. I
allowed every thought to rise from beneath the surface, and then I would release it
back into the air upon a prayer.

Based upon a long-time friend’s advice, I began a difficult mental exercise. I visualized
myself as best as I could after my mother died. I focused on things that would need
doing or that I may want to do. Then I would watch my future self, achieving every-
thing regardless of the sadness in my heart. I gently forced myself to look forward to
these things.

Often tears journeyed down my face. It was never weeping. It was simply the
opening of a well I know won’t run dry. It will endlessly be a river of sorrow, joy, and
gratitude flowing together.

I wrote the following poem about our sycamore tree last summer. I composed it
for an Old Mountain Press anthology entitled “Fly With Me”. It seems both a longer
and shorter time ago that these words came to me.

There was a time this past winter when walking in our backyard seemed as remote
as the moon. Yet prayerfully, here I stand, pondering our sycamore tree once more.

Its branches seem to reach the heavens and open a portal to my mother’s precious smile.

Seasons Beneath A Sycamore

Between sips of coffee and a sheen of sweat,
waiting as life flows into a watering can
from the rain barrel,
I breathe in the new morning air before
the true heat of the day simmers in.
Sun from the east paints dapples of light
across your mottled canvas of bark and wood.

I study you, my friend of some decades.
You have long been a sentry of shade.
Beneath your limbs and branches, I have
walked, run, mowed, planted, and raked.
I have dreamed, smiled, ached, and wept.
I have rejoiced, mourned, and reawakened.
Always I have prayed, not to you, but
to the only One who can make a tree.
Please tell me, my friend, how it is
that now you wear an abundant shawl of leaves
when but months ago you shimmered bare
after a furious frenzy of falling leaves.
How do you know when it is time to be dormant,
when it is time to come forth?
When to thrive, and when to hold on?
When to let go and when to begin once more?

I sip, sweat, and wait.
Wait, sweat, and sip
as water glides from the spigot.
Upon a sudden breeze your leaves dance.
In their rustling, I feel your answer:
“Trust, child, trust.”

Kerri Habben is a writer, photographer, and crochet instructor living in Raleigh, NC. An avid crocheter and
knitter, she learned these skills from her grandmother and mother. Many of her yarn creations she donates to

those in need. Kerri has gathered a decade of essays she is working to publish and can be reached at
913jeeves@gmail.com.

Random Acts of Kindness
by Maranda K. Jones

Bright Babies
“What happened to that doll’s hair?!” My sister

was asked this question many times growing up.
Her dolls were so well loved. She changed their
clothes countless times, pulling pieces and stretching
the snap closures until they fit, even if they were
not the right size. One doll blew kisses when we
squeezed her tummy, until my sister realized a
toothpick might fit in that tiny mouth. It did, and
then broke off. My dad performed surgery more
than once for the same injury. Their faces were
smudged and dirty, but my sister cleaned them up
in the sink. She washed, combed, and cut their
hair. One doll shared a constant look of surprise
and fright with the three inches of blonde matted
hair standing straight up. She was her favorite and
it showed.

On the other hand, my dolls appear perfectly preserved. I was more meticulous
with mine. They wore their original clothes and the hairstyle they were born with. I
wrapped them in blankets, pushed them in strollers, and kept them neat and clean.
They got the same attention as my sisters’ dolls, but our methods were very different.
I considered myself a collector and wanted to keep my dolls as perfect as possible.

We took their orders at our restaurant, serving them food prepared in our Strawberry
Shortcake kitchen. My meals were plastic hamburgers and fries, easy to cook and
easy to clean up. My sister actually needed to wash dishes after playing restaurant.
Cookie crumbs filled the little plates and tints of Pepsi marked the inside of our teacups.

We took our dolls to school so I could teach them how to read and write in my
well-ordered classroom. My sister was the voice of the unruly student who had more
fun testing the teacher than reading quietly in her book. She was more free-spirited
whereas I wanted to follow my lesson plans step by step. She gave me a lot of practice
for my future career and in retrospect should receive more of my gratitude.

We share many happy memories of the years we spent playing together in the
basement. We find those stories flying out of the boxes of toys as we go through our
childhood belongings. Our own children now revel in these riches. They are eager to
get their hands on the dolls that spent so many hours in our arms. As we watch our
daughters play with our dolls from decades ago, we reminisce about their past adventures
and what is yet to come. I have never seen our dolls smile brighter.

© 2018 Maranda K. Jones
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• Large work areas
• Sleeps up to 18

• 12 bedrooms
• 4.5 bathrooms 

• Spacious
• Great lighting 

Simply Sisters
Retreat Center

See photo gallery & all the amenities at
www.mnretreatcenter.com

Simply Sisters Weekday Special!

Make your reservation by emailing simplysistersmn@hotmail.com
or call Simply Sisters at 320-309-8006. 

Simply Sisters
Retreat Center

Richmond, MN - just 90 min. NW of Mpls.

$70002 night stay per guest

Valid Monday - Thursday. Based on availability. 
Must redeem coupon at time of booking & can be used for entire

group. Expires May 30, 2019.

includes tax

        

Woodland Ridge Retreat 
A place to create and be inspired  

with the comforts of a boutique hotel 
Joins for our Knitting and Quilting Workshops 

www.woodlandridgeretreat.com 

E4620 County Rd C   
Downsville, WI   
715.664.8220 
Contact us to book your stay 
1 hour east of the Twin Cities 

Open 44 weeks per year 
Individual rates  

Light bright crafting rooms 
Eight deluxe guest rooms sleeping 24 
Located on one level - ADA accessible 

Clutter Happens
by Julie Pirtle

Getting Craft Clutter Under Control
Scrapbooking is a passion I’ve had since

I was a child. I was inspired at the age of
five when my great grandmother gave me a
tattered scrapbook full of cards and mementos
that she had saved throughout the decades.
That year, I received a scrapbook as a gift. I
immediately started to fill it with memories,
even creating my own embellishments. I
was a scrapbooker when scrapbooking
wasn’t cool!

Years later, an entire scrapbooking industry
was born. Stores filled with supplies and paper popped up everywhere. Home parties,
where women got together to try new tools and ideas, were held nightly. Weekend
Crops became modern day quilting bees. Paper crafting allowed us to be social as
we archived our family history. It also gave us ample opportunity to acquire supplies—
lots of supplies. As a fellow scrapbooker and professional organizer, I have seen how
these collections actually inhibit the creative process.

Here are a few tips to help get the crafting clutter corralled:
1) Designate your space. Unfortunately, it seems like the craft room becomes the

catch-all room. Not only does this create a mess, it also stops the creative juices from
flowing. Banish everything from the area that is not craft related. Everything.

2) Purge! It is time to get real with yourself. The bubblegum ball paper you
bought 20 years ago is not likely to be used at this point. Just like fashion, styles
change and so do your creative inspirations. Release items that no longer suit your
needs. If you have duplicate tools, create a portable carryall that can be used when
scrapping away from home and get rid of the rest. Be ruthless. You’ve got this!

3) Create a flow. Just like a kitchen, your craft space needs to make sense as you
use it. Keep your tools within hands reach, either in drawers or a desktop caddy. Create
storage areas. That old dresser in the garage would be great drawer storage after it
gets a bright coat of fresh paint. To make the closet crafter-friendly, build shelves or
line it with a shelving unit or bookcases. Take advantage of as much vertical space as
possible, both in the closet and on your walls.

4) Sort and store. There are many ways I help my clients store their supplies and
none of them is necessarily better than the other. The market is filled with craft storage
solutions. Find what works best for you. Inexpensive plastic shoebox containers with
snap on lids are ideal for storing flowers, ribbon and embellishments. Label and store
them stacked on a shelf. Sort your paper by manufacturer or theme and place in vertical
paper holders. Vertical paper holders protect the integrity of your paper and are easy
to line up on a bookcase. Thread embellishments that are in their original plastic
sleeved packages onto large circle jump rings and place them on wall hooks. Hang
vintage spice racks on your walls and fill them with paints and small jars that hold
your embellishments. Not only is it handy, it looks great!

5) Surround yourself with things you love. This is your studio. Your she-cave.
Your haven. This is the space where you will create magic. Make it your own! Now
that you have organized your supplies, sprinkle your space with items that make you
smile—the clay pot your first grader made, your favorite childhood toy, your grand-
daughters’ framed artwork. Not only will they make you happy, they will give inspiration
as well.

6) Save money and enjoy! The process of bringing order to your supplies can
feel daunting but it is worth every moment in the end. Having your supplies organized
makes it easier to create and saves money as well. Now that everything has its space,
the likelihood of buying something only to discover that you already had one in the
craft clutter will be a thing of the past.

The paper-crafting room in the before
and after pictures shows the difference be-
tween a craft room overrun with supplies
that didn’t have dedicated spaces compared
to how the space became functional and
enjoyable to create in after an overhaul and
deep purge.

Once you have joined the ranks of
savvy and organized crafters, you’ll be able
to put on your slippers, sit down with a cup
of tea—and create. You will have earned it so ENJOY!
Julie Pirtle is a Professional Organizer and enjoys helping the “clutter challenged.” She hails fromOregon and now
lives in Mesa, AZ. She has been organizing her entire life and made the move to turn it into a business in 2012. Her
business experience lends itself well to organizing everything from kitchens to garages, but her passion for scrap-

booking and crafting has attracted many to use her skills to create functional space in their crafting rooms.

Before

After

Greatplace to stayonyourMinnesota “ShopHop”Luxury accommodations, single beds, attached baths, and agreat breakfast!Only 2 miles from the Calico HutchCzech out our web site and make your reservation today!19158 800th Ave • Hayward, MN 56043 • 507-373-2477 • czechinnandretreat.com
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Lost and Found

Check out our beautiful
Clothing, Scarves and Jewelry!

We also carry Relgious Books &Gifts
Home Decor • Garden Accents
AGreat Place to Unwind!

Over 6500 sq. ft. of Indoor Shopping

Hwy. 22 Downtown • Eden Valley, MN
320-453-5678

Hours: Mon - Sat 9:30-5:30

Minnesota’s Best Kept Secret!!

An Unabashed Patriot
by Gayle Cranford

I was only ten years old
when World War II ended. My
growing-up years consisted of
buying ten or twenty-five-cent
war stamps every week at
school, collecting tin foil and
scrap metal for the war effort,
practicing air raids in school and
at home, watching the most
recent war news on Movie
Tones at the cinema, helping to
care for a large victory garden
behind our house, and using ration stamps to buy sugar, gasoline, and other precious
rationed products.

We ate mostly food that we grew ourselves and that my mother canned. I remember
helping my mother to color the white margarine with a capsule of yellow-colored oil;
butter was less available to buy. My young life was never without honey because my
father kept bees.

At some point, my mother bought composite “dog tags” for me and my younger
brother to wear in case we were somehow separated from our parents. War is so uncertain.

Although my father wanted desperately to go off to fight in the war, his expertise
working in a pipe-manufacturing factory was more necessary in building planes,
tanks, and ships. Several of my young drafted uncles marched off to do their patriotic
duty. Uncle Merle joined the Navy and manned an important tanker ship in the south
Pacific. Uncle John was state-side with the Army. Uncle Shorty survived fighting in
the European theater just two weeks after the Battle of the Bulge. Uncle Bob also
served in the Navy. And, Uncle Cecil in the Army, at one time as a cook, spent time
serving in Alaska. Thank God they all returned.

Everyone displayed patriotism in those days especially by flying the stars and
stripes. As proud Americans fighting against the evils of fascism and the horrors of
war, the citizens of the United States and their allies rose to the challenge and defeated
the evil that was Nazi Germany, fascist Italy, and power-hungry Japan. Millions, both
military and civilian, died before the war came to a close with the dropping of two
atomic bombs in Japan.

Rejoicing filled the towns and cities of America at the news of the final days of
World War II. Relief that it was over was palpable. The Allies had WON! Tears of joy
flowed. Car horns and sirens blasted. Streets filled with confetti as everyone danced
and sang.

No doubt, the imprint of those war years made its indelible mark on my psyche
forever.

I’m not at all ashamed to shed tears and stand with my hand over my heart when
the American flag passes by during a parade. My heart swells with the sounds of the
Star Spangled Banner. I even cry when I observe military planes flying in formation
overhead.

Consequently, I am puzzled by the overt disrespect, disdain, and hatred for my
country that I witness in others.

Many are uninformed of our country’s great history and have no clue that they
live in the most wonderful country in the world. I am so thankful that I am an American
and an unabashed patriot.
Gayle Cranford writes from her home in central Pennsylvania. Her age often surprises new friends because her

family often compares her to the Energizer Bunny. Besides golf, she also enjoys spending time with her
grandchildren, writing letters to the editor, and working with her church groups.

Pizza in aMug
• 4 tbsp. flour
• 1/8 tsp. baking powder
• 1/16 tsp. baking soda
• 1/8 tsp. salt
• 3 tbsp. milk
• 1 tbsp. olive oil
• Marinara sauce
• Mozzarella cheese
• Pepperoni
• Dried Italian herbs

1. Mix the flour, baking powder, baking soda and salt into a mug.
2. Add milk and oil and stir.
3. Spread marinara on top of batter.
4. Sprinkle on cheese, pepperoni and Italian herbs.
5. Microwave for 1- 1/2 minutes or until cheese is bubbling.



2018 Guide to Quilting in Minnesota

Pull-Out
Section!
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227 1st Street SW • Cook, MN 55723 Hours: Mon-Sat 10am-5pm

Quilting Materials - Fabrics - Notions - Patterns
Gifts - Long Arm Quilting Services

Monday - Friday 10am-5pm • Saturday 10am-4pm • Sunday Closed

OnlineQuiltShop!
www.upnorthquiltshop.com

Join
us!

RowbyRow:June21-Sept4
QuiltMinnesotaShopHop

July27-August12

““AA llii--llee wwhhiimmssyy,, aa llii--llee wwooooddssyy,, aanndd aa wwhhoollee lloo--aa qquuaalliittyy””

4062 Highway 11
International Falls, MN 56649

218-285-7704
upnorthquiltshop@gmail.com

� �

Kissed Quilts
by Marlene Oddie

Flying Into Summer
Do you ever have an idea and then nothing comes of it? Several years ago, I had

an idea that was just that—an idea. Then an opportunity came up that a friend was
willing to create the idea into a quilt. When it got finished, I had moved on to other
projects and the quilt top just sat, waiting for me to give it some attention and quilt it.

Last year, I made a decision to consider new research alleging that Hashimoto’s
Hypothyroidism can be put into remission with changes to diet by removing foods
that you are sensitive to and allowing your gut to heal. Thyroid disease in general is
identified with a butterfly since the thyroid looks like a small butterfly.

Then a new fabric collection coming out from Island Batik—Soul Song—was
designed and I was asked by the designer, Jayme Crowe of Bella Nonna Design Studio,
to use that idea from a few years ago and create a quilt with a similar concept. They
both use her Boondoggle Rulers.

Here is my original concept and the original quilt that both show Kaffe Fassett
Fabrics. The real one will be finished up in May. “Spirit Butterfly,” using the Soul Song
collection, is being released at Spring Quilt Market. Patterns will be available as
fabrics ship.

This quilt measures about 75” x 94”. The possibilities are endless including to use
scraps, various colors, make it more real life, or symmetrical. Check my social media
for more photo details.

While I tend to not be a patient person, sometimes it is worth letting everything
work out like it is intended. I want to bring awareness to autoimmune diseases and
how you can take control of your health if you’re willing to make lifestyle changes
and feel better! I love feeling so much better!

How about putting together your own Spirit Butterfly and fly freely into summer?
Marlene Oddie (marlene@kissedquilts.com) is an engineer by education, project manager by
profession and now a quilter by passion in Grand Coulee, WA, at her quilt shop, KISSed Quilts.
She enjoys long-arm quilting on her Gammill Optimum Plus, but especially enjoys designing
quilts and assisting in the creation of a meaningful treasure for the recipient. Patterns and kits
are available at http://www.kissedquilts.com. Stop by this summer for the “Sew Musical” Row

by Row Event. Follow Marlene’s adventures via http://www.facebook.com/kissedquilts,
http://kissedquilts.blogspot.com, instagram marlene.kissedquilts, twitter @kissedquilts, and

pinterest marleneoddie.
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CCrreeaattiioonnss QQuuiilltt SShhoopp
2904 W 3rd St. • Duluth, MN 55806

218-628-1687
www.creationsquilting.com
creationspd@gmail.com

Check our website frequently
to stay up to date!
We’re planning for the

2019 Minnesota Charms
Quilt Show!

All Inclusive Quilt Shop
5000+ Bolts of Fabric

Ba;ing • Thread • Notions • Mats • Boards
Cu;ers • Batiks  • Huge line of Asian Fabric

Hours: Mon-Fri: 10am-5pm • Sat: 10am-4pm

NE MN 
and NW WI
Handi 
Quilter
Rep.

Full Service Quilt Shop
Beautiful Fabrics • Great Pa%erns &Books
Wide Array of Notions • Long ArmServices

Classes for all Levels •Multiple Kits

QQuuiilltt MMiinnnneessoottaa::
July 27th - August 12th

NE Section Bus Tour August 11th!
Call to reserve a seat before its full!

274 Hwy 33 North
Cloquet, MN 55720
218-879-3577 

Mon-Fri 10 - 5  • Sat 10 - 4
www.quilteddogquiltshop.com

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Free Pattern

Use this pattern for embroidery, wool applique, punch needle or rug hooking, painted
projects or whatever your imagination can dream up! Reduce or enlarge pattern as desired.

Free Embroidery Pattern!
May not be sold or used for commercial purposes. For more fun and creative inspiration, please visit:

www.JacquelynneSteves.com

Quarry Quilts & Yarns

ShopHopHours:M-W-F-Sa: 9am-5pm • Tu-Th: 9am-6pm • Su: 10am-5pm

326Quarry Place • Sandstone, MN55072 • 320-216-7639
1/2 block east of Exit 191

quarryquiltsandyarns@gmail.com • www.qqyonline.com
Fabrics • Yarns • Sewing and Knitting Notions • Patterns • Books • Long

ArmQuilting • Sewing Machine Repair • Custom Quilts

Join us!
Quilt Minnesota Shop Hop
July 27 - August 12

Quilt size may vary slightly because many seams have been pieced together.  Any side of the quilt could be 
slightly longer or shorter than the opposite side.

Do not cut border lengths until a�er the quilt top is completely pieced even if the instructions give border  
cutting instructions.  Rely on your own measurements.

Press quilt top carefully.
Lay the quilt top on �at surface and measure the length of the quilt at the center from top to bottom.
Cut two borders to the measured length.
Fold the quilt in half matching the top of quilt to bottom of quilt to �nd the center of each side.
Put a pin in the fold of each side to mark the centers.  Open the quilt out on �at surface.
Fold the borders in half, wrong sides together.
Working with one border, match the fold of the border to the pin at the center of a quilt side.   
Open the border and pin at the center.
Match each corner of the border to the corner of the quilt and pin.
Line up raw edges between pins, evenly distributing any excess length.  Add pins, as needed.   
Do not over-pin.
Stitch the border to the quilt with 1/4” seam allowance.   
For best results, place the layer with the most excess fabric down against the feed dogs.   
If the border is the top layer, be sure to carefully align the points of any half square triange 1/4” from the  
border edge so you do not stitch over them. 
Stitch slowly, stopping frequently to carefully align the raw edges as you go.
Press seam allowance toward the borders.

Follow the same steps to add the top and bottom border.
Measure across the center including the side borders to determine length to cut the borders.

M
ea

su
re

Measure

Add any additional borders in the same way.

How to calculate border fabric requirement:
1. Determine perimeter of the quilt top (Length + width x 2).
2. Divide the perimeter by 40.
3. Add 1 to that answer and then multiply that total by the 

width of the border strips.
4. Divide that product by 36 and round up at least one eighth 

yard to determine amount of yardage to purchase.

Happy Apple Quilts
13013 W Linebaugh Ave, Tampa, FL 33626

813-925-9037
www.HappyAppleQuilts.com
Copyright©2018 Karen Grof

How to Add a Border to Any Quilt
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Colorz Quilt Shop 
Friendly Service - Great Fabric 

14091 Baxter Dr. Suite 112 
Baxter, MN, 56425 
218-825-9101 
colorzquiltshop@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/
colorzquiltshop 
www.colorzquiltshop.com

We strive to carry a variety of fun and 
interesting fabrics to help you create quilts and 

projects that will be loved and cherished.

Bring this ad in for $5 off your purchase 

We Are Moving!
Starting JJuullyy 11sstt look for us at

405 Beltrami Ave.
Bemidji, Minnesota

218-444-2387 - sadieraesquiltshop.com

Brand-name quilting fabrics • High Quality Quilting Supplies and Expertise
Patterns & Notions

Store Hours: 
 Monday to Friday from 10:00AM-5:00PM 
 Saturday from 10:00AM-4:00PM  
 915 Washington Avenue, Detroit Lakes, MN 
 218-844-5260  info@redpinequiltshop.com  
 www.redpinequiltshop.com 

Would you like to cut time and 
quilt more? Stop in the shop for 
a demo of the Accuquilt fabric 
cutting system. Cutting, 
simplified and 90% faster than 
traditional cutting. 

It’s time for a better way to 
cut! 
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SSaavvee tthhee DDaattee!!
19th AnnualHarvest FestivalSept. 15Outdoor QuiltShowFunky JunkMarket

I spin with a small group of fiber artists once a week and this spring we were invited
to spin some homegrown flax. The event was the Spring Gathering in a Pioneer Village.

Last summer one of our members grew a flax patch—tall
slender stalks topped with delicate blue flowers. She then pulled
and bundled the stalks, “scotched” to remove the seed heads,
laid the bundles out in the dew to “ret”, rot the outer husk. Then
hung in the barn to dry.

Our group then broke the outer husks off on my very old
flax brake. Once the husk was off, the bundles were then drawn
thru my antique hackle to separate the flax from the tow--ever
hear of a flaxen haired
maiden or a tow headed boy?

Once hackled it was
ready to dampen and spin.

Misting the flax helps it to spin a smooth fine
yarn. The magic happens when the flax fibers go
thru the orifice on the spinning wheel. Once
spun and on the bobbin it becomes linen thread!

In keeping with the pioneer spirit I had brought a loom threaded with linen
thread. I had spun some of my sheep wool into a fine yarn and this was used as the

weft for the weaving. This made the linsey
woolsey fabric!

This fabric has its origins lost in ancient
times. A good serviceable fabric. It can be
woven fine as gossamer silk or coarse for heavy
coats. One of the last times this country saw a
lot of linsey woolsey was in the late 1800s.

Bowing to my ancestors, I still weave linsey
woolsey fabric today—usually for table linens.

There is another kind of magic when I use the old
tools, feel the presence of those before my hands. I hear
the echoes of their labors, the whispers of their smiles.
The contentment of keeping an old way living again.

Simple magic also happens as our small group works
together, no competition, just simple work and joy. In our
weekly gatherings much spinning, knitting and rug
hooking gets done. Laughter and the stories of our lives
abound. And of course, we enjoy our pitchin lunches.

MOM’S DEVILED EGGS

Put 1 dozen eggs in a large pot, cover with cold water. Add 2 T. salt. Cover and
bring to a rolling boil.

Shut off the heat and let it set for 20 minutes. Peel the eggs under cold running water.
Slice them lengthwise. Put the yolks in a mixing bowl. Mash well with a fork. Mix

½ cup water, ½ cup cider vinegar, ¼ cup sugar and about 2 T. prepared mustard.
(Mom and her older sister Kate always argued about how much sugar to add, Kate
preferring ½ cup sugar) Mix well and fill the egg halves. Add salt and pepper to
taste, I like to sprinkle a bit of paprika over the top. Chill several hours.

Life on the Farm
by Donna Jo Copeland, Farmeress
Breezy Manor Farm, Mooresville, IN

Waiting for SpringFlax, Linen and Linsey Woolsey

 

Countryberries LLC

Whimsies and necessaries for your country home and garden

Designed by Kathy Graham 

This pattern is 
free for you to 
use. Please give 
the artist credit. 
Not for commer-
cial use. Enlarge 
this pattern to 
your desired size. 
This pattern was 
designed for wool 
applique and 
embroidery but 
can be needle-
punched, hooked 
or even painted.  
Have fun!

Countryberries Designs

Country Register Recipe Exchange
Cranberry Drink

submi'ed by Pa'i-Lee Bock of New Ulm, MN

Pour cranberry juice into an ice-cube tray. Put cranberry ice cubes in
glass and pour in pineapple juice, iced tea, or ginger ale!

QUILTER’S EDEN
223 DeMers Avenue

East Grand Forks, MN 56721
218-773-0773

www.quilters-eden.com
Hours: Mon-Fri 10-5:30 • Sat 10-5 • Sun 12-4

We are conveniently located across from Cabela’s in East Grand Forks!

20% off one
Regular Priced

Item!

Row by Row: June 21 - Sept. 4
Quilt MN Shop Hop: July 27 - Aug. 12
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SSeeww TTrreennddyy MMNN
A New Sewing Studio

1964 Rahncliff Court Suite 600 •Eagan, MN
651-387-1815 • www.sewtrendymn.com

Spend $100
or more and
pick a free

spool of
Aurfil 220 yd

thread!

Mon - Thur: 12pm-6pm • Fri - Sat: 10am-4pm
Sun: Closed

Early morning and evening appointments available!

A Place to Learn, Create, Gather and Shop

Check Facebook for schedules!

Sewing Classes • Sew-Alongs • Embroidery Groups
Serger Classes • Kids Sewing 

Fabrics by FreeSpirit, Andover, Art Gallery, Robert Kaufman, Shannon
Fabrics, Windham, Majestic Batiks, Dear Stella, Birch and MORE! 

Visit my
Etsy site!! 

Make sure to see the Minky Room!
The BIGGEST collection of Minky fabric around!

��

Book Review
Out of the Box

Unleash Your Creativity
Through Quilts
by Mary Lou Weidman

Once upon a time, there was a quiltmaker
whose quilts told wonderful stories. News of her
talents spread far and wide, and she began sharing
her secrets with others. Soon people asked her to
write down her quiltmaking secrets, so she wrote
books for all to enjoy. With this one in your hands, now you hold the secrets to making
story quilts!

You'll discover a treasure trove of ideas, exercises, tips, and techniques for
unlocking your creativity. You'll also learn the importance of mood, composition, and
drama in story quilts. So start making quilts that tell your own colorful stories--and
live happily ever after!

ISBN-13: 978-1564779137

You Could Win “Out of the Box”!
You can register to win a copy of “Out of the Box” for yourself!

Clip and mail in this form! If you prefer not to cut up your paper, write the form below on
a note card and mail to: The Country Register; 12835 Kiska St. NE. Blaine, MN 55449.

You will be notified and receive your prize by mail! Good Luck!

NNaammee____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SSttrreeeett AAddddrreessss______________________________________________________________________________________________________

CCiittyy________________________________________________ SSttaattee____________________ ZZiipp____________________________________

FFaavvoorriittee SShhoopp________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Country Register Recipe Exchange
Cajun Coleslaw

submi-ed by Shirley Ross of Alexandria, MN

1 green pepper, diced
1 onion diced

Dressing:
5 tbsp. mayonnaise
2 tbsp. ketchup
2 tbsp. oil
2 tbsp. mustard
Juice of one lemon

Combine the cabbage, onion and green pepper in a bowl. In a small bowl, mix the
dressing ingredients until blended. Pour over vegetables and toss well. Cover
and refrigerate several hours before serving.

1 large head of cabbage,
chopped or shredded

1 tsp. garlic salt or powder
1/2 tsp. salt
1 tsp. worcestershire sauce
1 - 2 drops hot pepper sauce
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DON’T MISS IT! 
ON DISPLAY THROUGH JULY 29TH

www.IowaQuiltMuseum.org

July 31st - October 14th 
Blue Ribbon Quilts of the Iowa State Fair

On the Historic Town Square in Winterset

Next Exhibit
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Mended Hearts Quilting
&Boutique

3212 330th St • Ellsworth, IA 50075 • 515-836-4280

Hours: M-F 10-6 • Sat 10-2 www.mendedheartsquilting.com

Find us on
Facebook!

Iowa’s first and only QQuuiillttwwoorrxxCertified Shop!

Great place for bus tours to stop on the way to Missouri Star!

Buses and RVs welcome!
Large groups please call ahead

1mile East of I-35, Exit 133
LOGO

LOGO

FO
LD

LOGO
FO

LD

What you need:
One  Large or Extra-Large tee shirt with printed logo.
One 12“ x 16“ pillow form
Matching �read

1. Carefully cut the front of the shirt from the back at the side and  
shoulder seams.  

2. Draw a 12½” x 16½” rectangle around the logo and cut on the lines.

3. From the back, cut two 12½” x 20” rectangles.  If the shirt is less 
than 20” wide, cut rectangles as wide as you can.

4. Fold the two rectangles in half, wrong sides together, so they are 
12½” x 10” (approzimately).

5. Lay out the logo rectangle, right side up.
6. Lay one folded back panel onto the logo rectangle with folded edges in the center.  

Pin both layers of the folded back panel to the edges of the logo rectangle. 

7. Add the other folded back panel with the fold overlapping at the center.
8. Line up all edges and pin.

9. Using a 1/4” seam allowance, stitch around entire outside edge of the pillow.  
(For less pointy corners, trace around a CD to round the corners and stitch 
on the drawn lines.)

10. Turn the pillow right side out and insert the pillow form.

Copyright©2013 Karen Grof

Happy Apple Quilts
13013 W Linebaugh Ave, Tampa, FL 33626

813-925-9037
www.HappyAppleQuilts.com

Create a Fun T-Shirt Pillow

HHaappppyy  44tthh  ooff  JJuullyy!!
FFrroomm  YYoouurr  CCoouunnttrryy  RReeggiisstteerr!!
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320Dewey St.
FoleyMN56329
320-968-9929

Conveniently Located in Downtown Foley!
WeO:er aGenerousSelection of 100%Co;onQuilting Fabrics, Pa;erns andNotions.

LongarmQuilting Services Available.

NewSummer Construction Hours until further notice
Wed - Fri 10am-6pm • Sat 10am-3pm • CLOSEDSUN - TUES
Please follow our Facebook page for construction updates

www.quiltsonbroadwayfoley.com
quiltsonbroadway@gmail.com

Hours: Mon-Fri 10-6
Sat. 10-3

522 Broadway · Alexandria, MN 56308
320-763-7011

www.dawnsquiltshop.com
Mon-Fri 10-5 · Sat 10-4

Follow us on Facebook!

We specialize in novelty fabrics,
great Quilt Kits and Quilt Patterns

designed by Dawn!

Join us for the Quilt
Minnesota Shop Hop!

July 27th - August 12th

Located in historic downtown Alexandria!

GGOONNEE TTOO PPIIEECCEESS 
QQUUIILLTT SSHHOOPP

www.gonetopiecesquiltshop.com • gonetopieces@meltel.net

70 South Main
Kimball, MN 55353

320-398-5300

16th Anniversary Celebration: August 23rd - 25th
20% off regular price 1/2 - 1 yard

25% off regular price 1 1/8 - 3 yards
30% off regular price 3 1/8 yards or more 
Clearance fabric 65% off regular price

(1 yd minimum cut)

Quilt Minnesota Shop Hop: July 27th - Aug 12th
Hop Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-6pm Sat 9am-5pm Sun 12pm-5pm

Quilting With Barbara
by Barbara Conquest

It’s Row By Row time again! On your marks, get set…
Oh, wait just a minute. Before you start off with enthusiasm
and high expectations, take a quick look at a few lessons
I’ve learned lately about the (fabric) hunt.

We recently spent two weeks in the Maritime Provinces.
Although not in desperate need of more fabric, I never miss a chance to explore
areas and shops new to me on the principle that quilting treasures are somewhere
out there, and if I don’t look I won’t find them. At the first opportunity I googled the
name of an outstanding quilt shop I had visited some years ago which had wonderful
locally-made quilts for sale as well as an extensive selection of high-quality fabrics –
in other words, a quilter’s dream. Google said the shop was still there – same name,
same village, still listed as a quilt shop. After an hour’s drive, full of anticipation, we
found the shop. It was now an upscale clothing shop with not a quilt in sight. What a
letdown! An employee, when questioned, airily replied, “Oh, the place was sold and
the new owner wasn’t interested in quilts.” What a loss.

LLeessssoonn OOnnee: Stores’ websites are not always accurate. 
A few days later we searched for hours in another larger town for a quilt shop

listed on line. When we finally gave up looking and inquired about its location from a
resident of the town, we were told it had been closed for over a year. The website
had not been taken down.

LLeessssoonn TTwwoo: Websites are not always taken down when no longer valid.
Another day, June 9 to be exact, after a half-hour drive we arrived at an out-of-

the-way shop only to find a sign on the door that said, OPEN JUNE 15 TO SEPTEM-
BER 30. We were not completely surprised, because we were in a “touristy” area, but
we would have appreciated having had that information earlier.

LLeessssoonn TThhrreeee: Online information is not always complete.
We belatedly concluded that Country Register is by far the most reliable source

of up-to-date information. Unfortunately the paper is not published in the area we
visited, but if it had been we would have consulted it and saved several hours of
driving and a certain amount of frustration. Country Register is published every sec-
ond month, it is always current (closed businesses will not be advertising) and it is
widely available, allowing the quilter to do some research before travelling. Many
editions are even on line.

LLeessssoonn FFoouurr: Country Register is timely, reliable, and widely accessible, and
therefore an excellent source of information.

On a more positive note, we discovered more or less by accident and the phone
book (yes, they’re still available) other great shops, including a chain new to us. They
were running a sale; I was able to buy some quality batiks there for an average of
$4.00 a meter.

LLeessssoonn FFiivvee: Be persistent. Don’t let a few unsatisfactory experiences be 
discouraging.

There’s always a sale somewhere!  Happy hunting!
Barbara Conquest writes her column from Blue Sky Quilting in Tofield, AB. © Barbara Conquest.

Become Inspired!
by Annice Bradley Rockwell

Decorating, Entertaining and Living in the
Early American Style

Summer’s Solitude
In the depth of summer comes a quiet and drawn-out lull that gives us opportunities

for mindful outdoor activities that provide peace and tranquility. With our gardens at
a stage where they are now relatively self-sufficient, we can take a step back and
enjoy the result of our hard work. The heavier chores of late spring such as cultivating
the raised beds and amending the soil have transformed into smaller tasks such as
light weeding or going out to the vegetable patch at the end of a hot summer day
when the air is a bit cooler to fill our antique gathering basket with fresh zucchini or
heirloom tomatoes. As we work happily to bring in the beginnings of our personal
harvest we often feel a deep sense of reward and begin to get excited for all that we
can do with the bountiful blessings before us.

Putting By
Canning or “putting by,” is one way to preserve

our abundance for the seasons ahead. Gathering
fresh produce from your garden such as zucchini,
cucumbers and peppers for relishes and pickles or
bright red juicy tomatoes to can in glass jars to be
used for a homemade lasagna in the dead of winter
makes for a full day of old-fashioned work. There is
a simple joy found in slicing succulent cucumbers
and onions from your own garden. But nothing
seems sweeter than seeing your filled canning jars
in an array of gorgeous colors and textures ready
to be stored in a pantry or buttery for future use.
All of the growing, tending and nurturing is doubly

rewarding when you taste these sublime slices of summer on a cold winter’s evening.
It is a soulful reminder of the height of the year and of nature’s promise to return
another summer to us.

Campfire Nights
Gardening and putting by are two of summer’s soulful luxuries. Another simple

blessing is a crackling fire on a midsummer’s night. There is something primitive and
magical about a campfire and it is perfect for a summer evening. The leaping flames
lure us with their beauty and we are naturally drawn together in a spirit of camaraderie.
Gathering around a fire whether it be with family or with friends brings a certain
kind of happiness that our current age of technology could never rival. Somehow
telling stories and catching up with the ones we love around a fire makes us easily
lose track of the time because we are living truly in the moment. In the heart of this
summer season enjoy the slower pace of the nice, long days. Spend time experiencing
summer’s simple blessings and share the lasting joy that it brings with those you hold dear.

Annice Bradley Rockwell is an educator and owner of Pomfret Antiques. She is currently working on her book,
New England Girl. NewEnglandGirl2012@hotmail.com
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QUILTEXPO.COM

WISCONSIN PUBLIC TELEVISION
NANCY ZIEMAN PRODUCTIONS

SEPT. 6-8, 2018
MADISON, WIS.

Register  

EARLY  
and SAVE!

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

PPuummppkkiinnbbeerrrryy SSttiittcchheess

AA QQuuaaiinntt LLiittttllee QQuuiilltt SShhoopp

FFaatt TTuueessddaayyss! Buy 4 Fat Quarters get one Free!

108 E. Lyon Ave • Lake City, MN 55041 
651-345-2573

Hours: Tues-Fri 10am-6pm • Sat 10am-5pm • Sun 12pm-4pm

Gift 
Certificates
available!

�� 20% off one Item
Expires 8/31/18

Stop in and see us during the
Quilt Minnesota Shop Hop!

 
     1671 ½ W 5th Street 
        Winona, MN 55987 
   www.bluffviewquiltshop.com 

bluffviewquiltshop@gmail.com  FABRIC FUN FRIENDS
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Catch thebusatMichele’s inBlueEarth
orOldAlley inSherburnonSunday,August5th.

ReturnonAugust6th.

120 N.Main St.
Blue EarthMN 56013
Phone: 507-526-3295

QuiltMinnesota2018SWBusTrip!
Local Janome

Sewingmachine
dealer! Call for

Details!

Hrs: 9am-5:30pmM-F
9am-7pm Thur
9am-2pm Sat

michelesewvac@bevcomm.net

119 South Main Street • Kiester, MN 56051
Main (507) 294-3700 • Cell (507) 993-1777
Mon-Fri 10am - 5pm • Sat 10 am - 1pm

Look for us on:
destinationsmalltown.com Like us on Facebook!••

Exclusive Dealer for “Sew Country Patterns”

Christmas in July!
July 25-28

Draw for your discount!

Rice County Piecemakers’

At the Historic Cathedral ofOur
Merciful Savior Church &Guild House

101 NW 6th Street
Faribault, MN 55021

$5.00 Admission

Lunch provided by the Church Ladies
($10 includes build your own sandwhich,

salad, dessert and a drink)
OOvveerr 220000 QQuuiillttss!!!!

Quilt Raffle • Bazaar • Small Quilt
Auction • Vendors • Demonstrations 

Bed Turnings • Door Prizes

SSeepptteemmbbeerr 2211 && 2222,, 22001188
FFrriiddaayy 99::0000aamm -- 66::0000ppmm

SSaattuurrddaayy 99::0000aamm -- 44::0000ppmm

““FFaallll SSpplleennddoorr””
Quilt Show

E n j o y  M o r e  o f  J a n ’ s  C o l u m n s
O R D E R  H E R  B O O K S  TO DAY

Life is like a quilt, pieced together from a
unique patchwork of memories, friendships,
joys, and challenges. In each of these books,
syndicated columnist Jan Keller is down to
earth and refreshingly transparent as she
opens the door to life’s dreams, triumphs

and struggles in a heart-warming
way that will touch you forever. You’ll

love the way she spins ‘yarns’ that
weave the pieces of a treasured tapestry into a vivid depiction of life and love.

SPECIAL OFFER! Order both books for just $25 and SAVE Shipping & Handling!

Mail your order to: Black Sheep Books, 16755 Oak Brush Loop, Peyton, CO 80831.

Pieces From My Heart
by Jan Keller

Lollygagging
It’s almost the Fourth of July.
It hardly seems like summer started,

yet we’re about to celebrate our
country’s independence. That means
the county fairs are right around the
corner. Then, in no time, it will be time
for school to start up all over again.

The way time seems to fly, it’s
important to enjoy the remaining summer season with fun-filled days spent
enjoying family and friends.

When I plan a fun day, I usually set my sights on some special and fun desti-
nation. A few years ago, however, while enjoying a fun day with my friends Erin
and Stephanie, I was reminded of a simple truth.

We started our day by taking a walk along a tree-lined stretch of a nearby river.
Next we went to the tennis courts to roller skate, followed by lunch. After lunch
we went bowling, and then returned for a final walk along the river bank.

The girls and I were in no hurry.
We had no destinations to meet, or schedules to keep.
The day had been purposely set aside for lollygagging to our heart’s content.

And outside, in the grandeur of nature, that’s exactly what we did. Lollygag.
We watched ants.
We looked out for clumps of cactus (but not nearly so closely as we zigzagged

to avoid stepping in the middle of numerous other clumps).
We discovered a special strain of grass that could be pulled apart and put back

together, kind of like pop-beads.
We picked several varieties of vividly colored wild flowers.
We got down on our hand  and knees and let the sandy river-bottom soil 

filter, grain by grain, through our fingers.
We found the bony remains of a cow carcass, as well as the tracks of many of

the species of wildlife that make their home in the area.
Along the way, in the midst of some of nature’s most interesting settings, the

girls posed to have their pictures taken.
Our day was about over so it was time to head back to my car. That’s when Erin

piped up and said, “Gee Jan, I didn’t know you could be this much fun.”
That’s when the truth hit me. Fun days aren’t necessarily about going places or

spending money. 
They’re about lollygagging. © 2018 Jan Keller

OOlldd AAlllleeyy QQuuiilltt SShhoopp
115 N. Main-Hwy 4 · Box 143 · Sherburn, MN 56171 · 507-764-4088

oldalleyquiltshop.com · oldalleyquiltshop@frontiernet.net
Over 2900 bolts of fabric, paAerns, books, notions, classes, and long arm quilting service

located in a renovated bowling alley on the main street of Sherburn, MN, 
south of the I-90, Hwy 4 exit!!

RRooww bbyy RRooww SShhoopp HHoopp
June 21st - September 4th 

Stop in for your free Row by Row paAern: “My Singin’ Singer”
MMiinnnneessoottaa QQuuiilltt SShhoopp HHoopp

July 27th - August 12th.  Plan to travel all of MN or just 
the SW Section! SW incentive is a 12 FQ PK of Marcs Fabric’s
“In the Moment”! The 2018 edition of the SW Section’s Quilt

book/cookbook will be available for purchase!
Hours: Mon-Fri 10am-5pm •  Sat 9am-4pm
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 Spinning Spools Quilt Shop 
 106 S. Minn, New Ulm, MN 56073 
         Val Besser  ~  507-359-2896 

 

Visit us in the SW Section during 
Minnesota Shop Hop 

Extended hours:  
Sun 12-5   Mon 9-7   Tue-Fri 9-6   Sat 9-5  

Regular Hours:     Monday-Friday 10-5     Saturday 10-4 
 

                www.spinningspoolsquiltshop.com 

 

Reserve your  Row by Row K it: 

 

10 N. Minnesota St. • New Ulm, MN
507-354-6721 • thimblebox@newulmtel.net

The
Thimble
Box

Mon-Fri:10am-5pm
Sat:10am-4pm

Row by Row Experience
June 21st - September 4th

Check out our “Nutcracker” row!

Quilt MN pattern cookbook available!
Check out the SW section on
www.quiltminnesota.com

QQuuiilltt MMiinnnneeoossttaa SSWW SSeeccttiioonn

Great Priz
es!!

SSeepptteemmbbeerr 1155tthh 99AAMM -- 44PPMM

Visit Our Newly Remodeled & Expanded Space

1417 South State Street · New Ulm, MN · 507-354-8801
www.SewingSeedsQuiltCo.com • sewingseeds@newulmtel.net

We proudly offer hundreds of beautifully displayed samples,
5,000 bolts of quality quilting fabrics, as well as kits, gifts, wool

and Valdani thread!
Special needs access is available

at our rear entrance.

TThhee RRooww bbyy RRooww EExxppeerriieennccee:: JJuunnee 2211 -- SSeepptt 44
QQuuiilltt MMiinnnneessoottaa SShhoopp HHoopp:: JJuullyy 2277 -- AAuugg 1122

Call us for information about our QMN Shop Hop bus trip!

Hours: Mon 10-7 · Tues-Fri 10-5 · Sat 10-4
� Unable to visit in person? Shop on-line for your convenience! �

The Knitting Savant
by Andrea Springer

Pattern Protocols
The only thing that may be bigger than

a knitter’s yarn stash is our pattern files. We all have
files, magazines and books filled with designs that caught our
eye once upon a time. With Ravelry, Pinterest and other internet sites
our ability to bookmark and store patterns became limitless, and our ability
to download our current knitting fancy became as easy as a click to download.
If you use a tablet or smart phone to read your patterns on pdfs – even
printing to paper is optional!

I didn’t realize until recently how the sale of books and paper patterns in
local yarn shops had dropped in recent years. An LYS owner remarked that
their percentage of sales of individual patterns and books were much less
now than when they opened over a decade ago. “Almost everyone gets their
patterns online and they are either free or come directly from the designers.”

The business model has changed and with it, some knitters’ attitudes
about access to and use of designs. Access to patterns and information is so
abundant, it can be easy to assume that most patterns are available somewhere
for free.

I stumbled across a social media thread a few weeks ago where a
knitwear designer was defending the fee she charged to purchase her patterns.
She outlined the hours spent in developing the design, working on the written
pattern, working with test knitters to be sure the instructions were clear,
having the finish piece photographed, and then designing a pleasing, easy to
read, finished pattern. She was frustrated people balked at the few dollars
she asked in return for her hard work, especially when those dollars helped
keep a roof over her head and food on her table.

This designer’s posts were a reminder for me. I thought about how many
times I’d been inspired by a photograph of a beautiful handknitted garment,
the time and energy that I invested in choosing and purchasing the perfect
yarn, and then in working on the project. I wouldn’t have gotten so much
enjoyment out of the project if it hadn’t been for the time and effort of the
designer. And as a small business owner, I like knowing I’m fairly compensating
another business owner, the designer. Creative individuals give the world so
much joy, and knitting designers are part of that tribe – they deserve to
know their work is valued.

It’s easy to find free patterns online, and we can use them to stretch our
knitting budget. It’s also easy to assume that designers view the work they
share with us as a fun hobby – and for some, it very well could be – but for
many it’s a business that helps support an individual or a family. One of the
great things about knitting is the community that it builds. Let’s make sure
we continue to support pattern designers as a part of our circle.
Please do not reprint without permission. Andrea Springer blogs at www.knittingsavant.com

where she helps folks remember that they have everything they need to be successful in
knitting and in life. You can share comments or ideas with her at andrea@knittingsavant.com or

follow Knitting Savant on Facebook and Twitter.
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Crafty Corner Quilt
&Sewing Shoppe

1820 Oxford St.
Worthington, MN 56187
(800) SEW-MORE
craftycorner@iw.net

Saturday August 4th & Sunday August 5th
Visit 9 SWMN quilt shops!

Bus • Hotel • 12 fat quarters of “In the Moment” • SW Cookbook
Drawings for bus door prizes • Lunch • Breakfast on Sunday

Call Crafty Corner 1-800-SEWMORE or Prairie Quilting 507-831-2740

Only
$139!

Quilt Minnesota Shop Hop Bus Trip

www.craftycornerquiltandsewingshoppe.com

204 EastMain • Luverne, Mn • 507-283-9769

Authorized Dealer of Husqvarna Viking Sewing
Machines and Sergers

www.sewingbasketluv.com • Email: info@sewingbasketluv.com

We carry a beautiful variety of quilting fabrics,
plus books and supplies!

Hours:
Monday-Friday 10-5

Thursday 10-8
Saturday 10-4

1293 Hale Place • Windom, MN 56101
507-831-2740

www.prairiequiltingmn.com
prairiequilting@windomnet.com

Join us for these fun events this summer!
Hours:M-F 9-5 · Sa 9-3

Call PrairieQuilting or Crafty Corner for more information
SSWW SSeeccttiioonn BBuuss TTrriipp!!!!

RRooww bbyy RRooww EExxppeerriieennccee: June 21st - September 4th
QQuuiilltt MMiinnnneessoottaa SShhoopp HHoopp: July 27th - August 12th

✆✆

Book Review
Quilts Make a Family

A Harriet Truman/Loose
Treads Mystery
by Arlene Sachitano

Author Arlene Sachitano has just released the
eleventh mystery in her Harriet Truman/Loose
Threads series. Make a Family takes on the issue of
older foster children.

Carla Salter, the youngest Loose Threads member,
asks Harriet Truman and the rest of the group if they would be willing to make quilts
for a group of older foster kids who are getting close to aging out of the system.
Carla’s been working with them as part of a class she’s taking.

The quilters agree, only to find out they aren’t the only people interested in helping
the kids. A reality television show would like to search for DNA relatives for the children
and film any reunions they can create. In addition to making quilts, the quilters are
teaching the kids how to do mending and other life skills that will be useful when
they age out of the system. When the TV people discover this, they ask to film the activity
at Harriet’s studio.

The kids’ foster father is not pleased with the television people and believes they
are taking advantage of vulnerable children. Harriet suspects his dislike stems from a
possible loss of income for him if the kids find family.

When a murder disrupts the children’s living situation, the Loose Threads step in
as emergency foster parents, further involving themselves in a puzzling situation. The
DNA relatives start showing up and Harriet is suspicious since they all seem to be
older men. Another person suspects them as well and is found face down in the
Strait of Juan de Fuca for their trouble.

Everyone seems to have an agenda when it comes to the foster kids, but do any
of them benefit the children?

Quilts Make a Family is available as a paperback print book through amazon.com
or barnesandnoble.com or as an e-book through Kindle, Nook and other popular formats.

ISBN: 978-1612713809 (eBook), 978-1612713793 (Trade Paperback)
A quilter herself, Arlene Sachitano started life as a military brat. Her dad retired

and moved the family to the Pacific Northwest where she still lives. She started knitting,
writing and sewing at a young age and still does all three. Until recently, a thirty
year diversion into the high tech industry, along with marriage and children, prevented
her from taking action on her desire to write novels inspired by her love of Agatha
Christie. Arlene spends her days writing her novels, babysitting her grandchildren,
quilting, knitting and promoting her books. She is active in the Harriet Vane Chapter
of Sisters in Crime in Portland, Oregon.

You Could Win “Quilts Make a Family”!
You can register to win a copy of “Quilts Make a Family” for yourself!

Clip and mail in this form! If you prefer not to cut up your paper, write the form below on
a note card and mail to: The Country Register; 12835 Kiska St. NE. Blaine, MN 55449.

You will be notified and receive your prize by mail! Good Luck!

NNaammee____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SSttrreeeett AAddddrreessss______________________________________________________________________________________________________

CCiittyy________________________________________________ SSttaattee____________________ ZZiipp____________________________________

FFaavvoorriittee SShhoopp________________________________________________________________________________________________________

It’s All Fun and Games Until the
Bobbin Runs Out!

COUNTRY REGISTER RECIPE EXCHANGE

Stewed Tomato Pork Chops
Submitted by Ann Terrazas, El Paso, TX

1 T. light to medium olive oil                     4 pork chops, bone-in
1 can Hunts stewed tomatoes (14.5 oz)     pinch of garlic powder
pinch of rubbed sage (not powdered)        salt and pepper
In skillet brown pork chops in oil, on both sides. Add salt and pepper. Top with 
onion slices. Pour tomatoes over chops and onion. Add garlic powder and sage 
to tomatoes. Mix and bring sauce almost to a boil. Cover and simmer on low 
heat for about 45 minutes.
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Wood Mount Rubber Stamps
25% off during
July and August!

Hours:
Tues-Fri 9-5:30

Sat 9-4
Closed Sun & Mon

Your Complete Rubber
Stamp & Scrapbooking Store!

1147 4th Street S.
Cannon Falls, MN 55009

507-263-4220
www.cfstampsetc.com

CF Stamps Etc.
&

Scraps in my Book

AArrnneetttt’’ss SSaannttaass AArree HHeerree!!
LLaanntteerrnnss -- IIrroonn WWoorrkkss

TTiimmeerr CCaannddlleess && MMuucchh MMoorree66 00 88 -- 33 77 44 -- 22 77 77 7766 00 88 -- 33 77 44 -- 22 77 77 77
HHoouurrss::  TTuueess--SSaatt 1100--55

WWeedd 1100--33 && CClloosseedd SSuunn ..&& MMoonn..

CCoouunnttrryy && PPrriimmiittiivvee 
HHoommee DDeeccoorr

PPrriimmiittiivvee PPiicckkeetttt FFeennccee && 
OOuutthhoouussee IInn TThhee YYaarrdd
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Repurpose • Reuse • Recycle
by Kim Keller

Watering Can Flower Pot
Summer is finally here! After making it

through the coldest April on record here in
Minnesota, we moved on to the second hottest
May on record! Nothing like flipping the switch!
With the cold and snowy April we all got a late
start on our gardens and flowers. I love my flowers!
Nothing brightens an area and the spirit like flowers
in the summer. I’ve seen this simple idea before
and I’ve always liked it. I decided to add this fun
flower pot to
my collection
this year! It’s
super easy and
can be
completed in a

matter of minutes!
The hardest step will be locating an old vintage

antique metal watering can. Once you find that it’s
as simple as adding dirt and flowers. Make sure to
use flowers that will cascade to give that flowing
water affect. I used vinca vine as well as wave
petunias. Finally, place your watering can on a
shepherds hook and you are finished! Watering the
flowers will be tricky because the water will flow
out quickly! It’s probably a good idea to hold the can level when you water it!

First Lady Barbara Bush
by Jan Keller

When Barbara Bush, often called America’s
Grandmother, died this past April at her home in
Houston, the country grieved. Known for her
signature pearl necklaces and sometimes plain-
spoken and pithy candor, made her relatable.

Her unpresumptuous style was common rather
than highly refined as one might expect from one
of America’s first ladies—for she was married to
a president, one son, George W. who became
Texas governor and then president, and Jeb who
became governor of Florida.

During one of my trips, delivering copies of
The Country Register throughout New Mexico,
I took a little side trip east to Midland, Texas to

visit the home that George, Barbara and son George W. moved to as a young
family in 1951. The home, much like Barbara Bush was unpretentious. A typical
home in a middle-class neighborhood.

While living in
Midland, Robin, Jeb
and Neil were
born—and in this
home they grieved the
loss of their only
daughter, Robin, to
leukemia. The home,
in a typical 1939 style,
was 1,500 square feet
with three bedrooms
and a fenced backyard
where the children
could play.

In his 2010 book, Decision Points, George W. wrote, “Life in Midland was
simple. I rode bikes with pals ... went on Cub Scout trips, and I sold Life Savers
door-to-door for charity.”

And Barbara? Well, it seems she sewed her own curtains, talked on a party line
rotary telephone that was in a niche in the hall, and decorated the boy’s knotty pine
paneled bedroom with pictures of Roy Rogers, cowboy hats, baseball gloves, teddy
bears and books. As first lady, Barbara Bush focused her efforts on a campaign to
bring national attention to, and help eradicate illiteracy in America—so, of course,
there had to be books!

On June 8, the day that would have been Barbara’s 93rd birthday, her husband
posted the following tribute to her on social media: “Sending our gratitude and
family love on this special day to all who are helping carry forward the selfless work
of one Barbara Pierce Bush. She loved helping others and did so with a joyful heart.
Knowing there are so many out there who share her passion puts joy in our hearts.”

BARBARA BUSH’S CHOCOLATE CHIP COOKIES

1 cup butter 1 cup granulated sugar
1 cup brown sugar 2 eggs
2 cups flour 1 teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoon salt 2 cups instant oatmeal
2 teaspoons vanilla 1 package (12 ounces) chocolate chips
Blend butter, granulated sugar and brown sugar. Add 2 eggs and beat. Sift and add
flour, soda, salt. Then add instant oatmeal, vanilla and chocolate chips. Drop by
tablespoons onto cookie sheet and bake 10 minutes at 350°.

BARBARA BUSH’S SPINACH SALAD

PLACE LAYERED IN ORDER IN A LARGE GLASS TRIFLE BOWL
2 lb. freshly chopped spinach 10 large eggs, hard boiled, sliced
1 lb. bacon, cooked and crumbled 1 medium lettuce head, shredded
1 cup sliced shallots 1 package thawed frozen peas, uncooked
DRESSING—BLEND TOGETHER AND POUR OVER PEAS
2 1/2 cups mayonnaise 2 1/2 cups sour cream
salt and pepper worcestershire sauce, to taste
fresh lemon juice, to taste
TOPPING: 1/2 cup grated baby Swiss cheese

Public Domain

Photo by Jan Keller

You should sit in nature for 20 minutes
each day — unless you’re busy.
If you’re busy, you should 
sit for an hour.

From an old Zen instruction
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Back Porch Break
by Nancy Parker Brummett

Making Our Way to
Waco

My friend Kathy and I loaded up
and took off on a five-day road trip
from Colorado Springs, CO, to Waco, TX.
Fans of the HGTV show, Fixer Upper,
we wanted to see for ourselves the silos, the suspension bridge, and the rolling
green fields featured on TV.
We knew we liked the show, and thought its stars Chip and Joanna Gaines were

just the greatest, but we weren’t at all prepared for our reaction the first time those
silos came in to view. Parking in the lot by the astoundingly beautiful and historic
First Baptist Church of Waco, we were like giddy school girls as we climbed out of
the car.
Of course we wanted to shop at Magnolia Market, made famous by founders

Chip and Joanna. Everyone had warned us the line to get in would wind around the
block, but we arrived when the store first opened on a weekday and walked right in.
Oh my! Beautifully merchandised shelves of enticing candles, mugs, and decorator
items filled our senses, much like walking on to any set of Fixer Upper. If you love
Joanna’s design style, this is heaven.
The temptation to buy at least one of everything was quelled when we looked at

the prices however. So rather than buy the artificial magnolias for sale we took photos of
the real magnolias in bloom all over town and inhaled their intoxicating aroma for free.
We did wait in line at Silos Baking Co. for some of their acclaimed cupcakes and

biscuits, but enjoyed visiting with other fans of the show while we waited. The next
day we ate breakfast at Magnolia Table—a remodel of the old Elite Café where Elvis
frequently ate when he was stationed at Fort Hood, TX. Treating ourselves to huge
breakfasts that included French toast or pancakes and Texas Pecan coffee, we
agreed the time we had to wait was definitely worth it—as was every calorie. And of
course we shopped the attached gift shop until our spot at one of the community tables
opened up.
So basically we did everything on offer from Chip and Joanna and their growing

brand, Magnolia. We were delighted with our experiences, just as we’d expected, so
no surprise there. What did surprise us was how much we fell in love with Waco itself.
Super model turned entrepreneur David Ridley established Waco-tours.com with

friends, and no visit to Waco would be complete without climbing on to one of their
air-conditioned Mercedes vans and letting a well-informed, entertaining guide tell
you the rest of the story about Waco. Yes, we drove by some of the homes featured
on different episodes of Fixer Upper (and some of the women in our van could cite
season and episode for each one!), including the home and workshop of Clint Harp
of Harp Design. (Fans of the show know he’s the one who builds beautiful tables for
Joanna after she walks into his workshop with a big, “Hey, Clint!”) But we also drove
by Lake Waco, through the impressive campus of Baylor University, and saw the
confluence of the Brazos and Bosque rivers from lush Cameron Park.

Our guide entertained us with the
legend of the park’s Lover’s Leap,
where a young Native American couple
are said to have jumped to their deaths
just to be together forever. Once back
on the bus, he led us in singing the
similarly themed hit from the ‘60’s,
“Running Bear,” complete with hand
motions. Pure fun.
There’s so much authentic American

history in Waco, and Kathy and I were
impressed with how clean and well-

kempt the city was, as were the roadways we drove throughout Texas. We didn’t
have time to visit the Dr. Pepper Museum (Dr. Pepper was invented in Waco!) or the
Texas Ranger Hall of Fame and Museum, but overall it was a fantastic trip. Think
about makin’ your way to Waco for all things Magnolia…and more!
Nancy Parker Brummett is an author and freelance writer in Colorado Springs, CO. “Like” her author page on

Facebook, or to learn more about her life and work, visit www.nancyparkerbrummett.com.

A Tourof Minnesota’s State Parks
Mille Lacs Kathio State Park

Mille Lacs Kathio State Park is in
the Mille Lacs Landscape Region.
The park is primarily a second-
growth forest of aspen, birch, maple,
oak, and other northern hardwoods.
Wetlands are abundant in the eskers
on which the park is located.The
park is home to a variety of wildlife.
Hawks, ospreys, owls, and eagles
are common. The tracks of beaver,
raccoon, mink, and deer are often
seen on the trail or in the snow.
Northern Pike, walleye, bluegills,
sunfish and bass inhabit the lake. The aspen stands and small clearings are excellent
for ruffed grouse. Squirrels and chipmunks thrive in maple and oak stands. The small
ponds and streams provide homes for amphibians and insects, which in turn attract
larger fish, birds, and mammals.

Park highlights include nature
programs like Fishing Fridays, Turtles
and Snakes classes, kids’ activities
like tree detectives and various
other classes. Camping in the park
is always a good time! The park has
70 drive-in sites, 3 pull-through
sites, 3 walk-in sites and 4 backpack
sites. Of all the sites, 2 are wheelchair
accessible. If you are only in the
area for a day you most climb to the
top of the 100-foot observation
tower that overlooks the park as

well as the lake! A trip to the Interpretive Center will exlore displays that highlight the
natural and cultural history of the park. Large windows and a deck overlooking
Ogechie Lake provide excellent opportunities for watching wildlife. The park’s swimming
area is a human-made pond with a maximum depth of six feet. The sandy beach is
conveniently located in a picnic area and near a playground.

Mille Lacs Kathio State Park has many miles of trails to enjoy this beautiful area.
Self Guided: The one mile long Touch the Earth nature trail is a self-guided trail and
boardwalk that takes you through several different forest types plus a tamarack bog.
The 1.5 mile long Landmark Trail offers a picturesque woodland walk along the shore of
Ogechie Lake and commemorates Kathio as a National Historic Landmark District.
Hiking: 35 miles of wooded trails take you through rolling glacial moraines to a river,
lake and beaver ponds.
Horse: The best time to ride the 27 miles of trails is in the fall to enjoy the fall leaf
colors at their peak. Trails can be
very “buggy” during summer months!
Cross Country Skiing: Ski trails avail-
able for beginners to expert skiers.
The park has 19.8miles of trails
through wooded terrain.
Snowmobile: 19 miles of trails go
through wooded hills and connect
with the 13,000 mile Grant-In-Aid
statewide snowmobile trail system.
Snowshoe: Three trails take you over
6 miles to some great scenic areas.

Information from www.dnr.state.mn.us/state_parks. Visit the website for more information, pictures, hours and fees.
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SSuummmmeerr!!

The Country Register is a gift, provided to
you at no cost by the advertisers.
Be sure to thank them—they
deserve to know you appreciate
getting the paper!

There is no dignity quite so impressive, and no one 
independence quite so important, as living within your means.

— Calvin Coolidge
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Unique Gifts • Garden Items • Home Decor
Jim Shore • Willow Tree •Kites • Gazing Balls

Stepping Stones • Foundation Angels
Heritage Lace and Park Designs • Jewelry
CDs • Windsocks • Christian Books • Flags

Country
Goods

Owatonna,MN
507-451-5661

Open7
daysa
week!

The areas largest gift store with very li7le you need but
somany things you will want!

AcrosstheFreeway from
Cabelas!

Great Gifts and Fun Things!

SShhoopp

ffoorr

Love & Marriage
by Lesley R. Nuttall

One Couples Journey
Our journey of love and marriage, which began

in 1960, often included our extended family. Love
was always front and center around us growing up
and our parents instilled the love deep into our
souls. It was natural to see our father give our
mother a quick hug and kiss whenever he left for
work. As children, we always felt loved, and at bedtime an “I love you” with a hug
was normal.

My husband Craig had bonded with my family and had taken on the role as “man
of the family” since my father had died shortly after we were married. It was a very
difficult time for my mother being left at age 37 to raise her 3 young daughters alone.

The 1970’s was a very busy decade for us with family and volunteering. Our
daughter, Lisa, was born in July, 1970. Our son, Tommy, who was 8 years old, was
so excited, that he rode his bicycle up and down the street, repeating, “it’s a girl, it’s a
girl, we have a baby girl!” It was thrilling to now have what was called, “the perfect
family” — a boy and a girl!

My husband was kept busy with the janitorial business — Clean More Service,
which he had started several years earlier, and was starting to employee more workers.
He was also involved volunteering with our brother-in-law, Bill, coaching a hockey
team that our son Tommy, and Bill’s son, David played on. I would take Lisa to the
arena to watch the hockey games. Life was good and our hearts were full of love for
our little family.

After the death of my father I continued to work with my mother in her florist
shop. As she was easing into her new life, she decided at age 39, she would like to
go back to school to upgrade her education. Both my sisters Julie and Sandy were
married and starting their own families. When my mother left and moved to another
city, she took our youngest sister, Beryl, with her. I took over running the florist shop,
and by this time I had become a hands on florist myself, and I loved working with the
flowers and creating new designs and arrangements daily.

I must say it was a bit of a challenge though, as I decided I would take our 3
month old daughter, Lisa, to work with me. I loved being able to have her with me
every day and still work productively. It was a loving and bonding experience for
both of us. When she was 8 and 9 months old I would put her in her baby walker
and let her roam around the shop. It was cute as she started smelling the flowering
plants sitting on the floor, but then she eventually started picking the flowers!

The time had come for us to make a decision; hire a baby sitter or someone to
run the shop. Our decision was to close the shop. The janitorial business was prosperous
and we decided this would give us more family time. It was great for Lisa and I to be
home when Tommy came home after school, and I feel that was the best solution for
our family.

In 1976, we bought our second home. Lisa was 6 years old and had joined the
“Brownies” organization. As usual they were looking for volunteer leaders, so I be-
came one of the leaders for the group. I continued on for 6 years, even after Lisa
moved on up to the “Girl Guides”. Tommy was now in Cub Scouts and enjoying the
challenges.

In 1978, our town suffered a huge loss when our only arena and curling rink
burnt down. The town mayor asked Craig to take on the position of volunteer fund-
raising chairperson and to start a group that raised money to build a new arena. He
took on the task, and I also became one of the volunteers. After 4 years of fund-raising,
a new arena was built in 1981.

As a reader, I always liked the quote by Morrie Schwartz in the book, “Tuesdays
with Morrie”, written by Mitch Albom. I felt it would be very appropriate to use here.
“The way you get meaning into your life is by loving others; to devote yourself to
your community around you and to devote yourself to creating something that gives
you purpose and meaning.” My husband did this when he took on the task of volunteer
fund-raiser to raise money for the new arena for our town. I was very proud of him
for sharing his talent.

When thinking of “love and marriage”, I feel that one of the most important things
in life is to learn how to love! Love doesn’t have to be chatting or laughing together
all the time. They say, “silence is golden.” You can still love, and be with the one you
love and sit in silence. It is definitely the test of love! A quote from Mr. Sam Elliott is,
“the key to long lasting marriage is common sensibility — but also work at being
together. That’s how relationships last!”

In our personal relationship, we started out as friends, and it carried over into
love. You must keep both alive to make it last! As we are now heading towards our
57th wedding anniversary, I will say there has been ups and downs. Over the years,
we were thrilled to have been blessed with 5 grandchildren and 1 great grandson.
We were saddened to lose our son last year to cancer, but thrilled that his daughter,
Catherine, had a baby boy two months before Tom died.

Express your love to those you love, as you never know what tomorrow might bring!
Love is free, so pass it on to all your family and friends!

© 2018 Lesley R. Nuttall is the Author of Secrets of Party Planning
and lives in Dryden, ON, Can. with her husband email: lesleyrose@shaw.ca

1101 N. State St.
Waseca, MN

507-835-4000

ANTIQUES • CRAFTING • FOOD WAGON
September 29th • 9am-5pm

Hours:
Tue-Sat

10am-5pm

FLEA MARKET�

Life in Skunk Hollow
by Julie A. Druck

Capturing Beauty
March is still very much a part of winter here in

Pennsylvania. Some of our biggest blizzards have roared in
at the beginning of this month. At this time of year, it’s
hard to be patient for the coming of springtime, but I
remind myself that EVERY part of the year holds its particular beauties and not to
rush through them to get to the next. 

I was recently reading through some old journal entries. I wrote the following
excerpt the day after a blizzard blew across the farm:

From the window, I see Eli (our then 18-year-old son) wading through thigh-
deep snow with his camera, not long after the sun is up. I know what he’s off to do:
capture beauty. Sure enough, I see him stop and bend, pressing the trigger to secure
his prize. Move, stop, press. Move, stop, press. A dozen times—trying to catch sunlight
on snow, sparkling like diamonds. A wintry desert with lines like sand.

He comes in exasperated. “Having the eye of a photographer can be a curse,” he
says. “You want to capture it all, and you can’t just stop and take it all in and enjoy it.”

I understand my son’s desire to capture beauty. It stems from a recognition of
the purpose that beauty holds in our lives. Beauty—particularly of that in nature—
really does play a significant role. It reminds us to look beyond ourselves and
remember that we are part of a much larger picture. Beauty is a tool that God uses
to remind us of His presence in the world. It’s easy to forget that in the hustle and
bustle of life that we humans have designed. But taking time to notice the glories of
each season is a way to capture beauty. And that capturing creates an awareness
of the amazing reality of a Creator—a Creator Who delights in His handiwork of
trees and brooks and you and me. 

I never stop being awed by the glories of each season. Each one holds its own
special blend of delights. Winter with its bold silhouettes—the contrast of stark
white against cold, black night. Spring holds a gentle and growing beauty—pussy
willows popping, tree blossoms waking up with their petticoats of color beginning
to show, the babbling brook outside our door increasing in volume. Summer is
bright and intense—colorful zinnias in my daughter-in-law’s garden and shimmery
rays of sunlight bouncing off the pond. And autumn? Rich hues seeping out of
leaves, round pumpkin globes, and red, crisp apples hanging full on the trees. 

All of creation—every day of the year - sings to us of a world that was designed
by the hand of Love. Look for it, delight in it and give thanks for it.

Julie Druck is from York, Pennsylvania, and writes from her farm in Skunk Hollow. 
She’d welcome your comments at thedrucks@netzero.com.
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ALONG THE PRESIDENTIAL TRAIL
George H. W. Bush – 41st President of the United States

Part of a series
by Jan Keller

George Herbert Walker Bush was born the apparent
heir to an aristocratic New England family and attended
the prestigious Phillips Andover Academy and Yale
University. Due to World War II, he left college and
entered the service, becoming the Navy’s youngest
commissioned pilot, flying 58 missions over the Pacific.

While still in the Navy, Bush married Barbara Pierce
in 1945, in Rye, New York. He met her in 1941 during
the Christmas holidays at a country club dance  They
couple had six children: George Walker (1946- );
Robin, (1949 and died in 1953 of leukemia); John Ellis
"Jeb" (1953- ); Neil (1955- ); Marvin (1956- ); and
Dorothy "Doro" (1959- ).

After the war, George opted to forego working with
his father in investment banking. Instead, he graduated
from Yale and was drawn to move his family, wife
Barbara and young son George W  to Midland, Texas

and the risky oil business. 
In 1951 George and

neighbor John Overbey,
formed the Bush-Overbey
Oil Development Co. By
1959, George was finan-
cially secure, with a net
worth of over a million
dollars, and moved his
family to Houston—and
he could pursue politics.

His political career
included serving as US Ambassador to the United
Nations during the Nixon administration. He then was
the US envoy to China and director of Central
Intelligence for Gerald Ford. In 1979 he announced
his candidacy for president, but Reagan got the party’s
nod—but selected Bush as his Vice Presidential
running mate. At the end of Reagan’s terms, George
Bush went on to win the presidency, easily defeating
Michael Dukakis.

Bush’s presidency included fluctuations between
success and failure. A success n 1990 was Operation
Desert Storm, a military operation to rescue Kuwait
from Iraq. With United Nations support, Bush formed
an international coalition. Brilliantly conceived and
fought, the military operation was a success, both
diplomatically and militarily.

Domestically, however, Bush’s policies were unsuc-
cessful. The nation was plagued by a deep recession
and seemed unable to recover from its economic

decline. George Bush tried to convince voters that his
policies were sound, but Clinton defeated him in 1992.

In 2001, George Bush, our 41st president, joined
John Adams, our 2nd, as the only two presidents with
sons who also became president.

President 1989-1993President 1989-1993
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Me at the George Bush Presidential Library

Photo by John Keller
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President Bush
and the First Lady
wait the arrival of
a Head of State at
the White House.

Salvage Style
by Marla Wilson

Salvage Style Planters
There are beautiful planters of all

kinds in the stores and garden centers
this time of year. However, I am a
“junker” and prefer to plant in all kinds
of containers saved from the trash pile.
The whole idea of salvage style is to take an item that is no longer usable as it was
originally intended and give it another purpose.

I have planted flowers in containers of all kinds. The item just has to hold soil and
have some kind of drainage holes to qualify for a planter. BONUS-many times holes
are the very reason it was discarded in the first place.

Old kitchen pans, tea kettles, rusty buckets and tubs are common. Look for more
unusual options. I have used an old doll buggy, suitcase and bicycle basket with
wonderful results. This spring, I used a mail box turned on end, a metal drawer, the
lower part of a vintage stove, and my favorite, an old rusty tool box. I took this picture
before the plants had grown, so you could get a good look at the containers, but in
a couple of weeks they will be beautiful. If you are not a fan of the rusty look, clean
it up and paint it. The options are endless and it is so much FUN!!!

Marla Wilson is the owner of The Rusty Wheel, a gift boutique in Scandia, KS. The shop features her floral
designs and repurposed "junk," as well as kitchen and baby gifts, home decor and fashion accessories. Follow

The Rusty Wheel on Facebook, or www.therustywheel.vpweb.com or contact her at stumpy1954@hotmail.com

Renville County Historical Society & Museum
441 North Park Dr.
Morton, MN 56270

507-697-6147
info@renvillecountyhistory.com
www.renvillecountyhistory.com

PreservingRenvilleCountyHistory since 1940!

6 Building Complex and Research Library!

Like us on Facebook at RCHSMuseum
and follow us on Twitter at RenvilleCoMNHis

Be sure to visit us in Morton on the 4th of July and
at the Renville County Fair in Bird Island Aug. 8-10

Hours: Sept-May: Mon-Fri 10am-4pm • June-Aug: Mon-Sat 10am-4pm
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Recipe Word Search
Date Balls

submitted by Patti Lee Bock of New Ulm

1 cup plus 1/4 cup sugar
2 eggs
1/2 cup unsifted all purpose flour
1/2 tsp. double acting baking powder

Preheat oven to 350˚. Grease 8” square pan; set aside. With an electric mixer at
medium speed beat 1 cup sugar and eggs in a mixing bowl until fluffy. In another
bowl combine flour and baking powder and salt. Add to sugar mixture and blend.
Fold in dates and pecans. Spoon batter into prepared pan. Bake for 30 minutes. Re-
move from oven and stir immediately with wooden spoon. Let cool completely. Roll
into 1 inch balls. Roll balls in remaining sugar.

1/4 tsp. salt
1 cup pitted dates, chopped
1 cup chopped pecans

Search for the underlined words in the recipe in the word search below!

The Dropped Stitch
by Sharon Greve

Knitters Answer the Call
Do you belong to the wool brigade?

If not, then come along.
Mothers, wives and maidens

Make this Army strong.
Gray wool is our ammunition;

Some make it into balls.
Pass them to the knitting squad;

They will soon use them all.
For this is no time to be idle

And sit with folded hands.
Pick up your knitting whenever you’re sitting,

A sock soon grows under your hand.
Hark! I hear the bugle call.

Someone wants another ball.

This 1917 poem is similar to many of the World War I knitting poems and song
lyrics equating knitters with warriors. The United States declared war on Germany
April 6, 1917.
During the war, the government asked Americans of all ages to knit wool socks,

sweaters, and other garments for American soldiers at home and abroad. Published
patterns, knitting bags, patriotic tape measures and knitting tools, sheet music lyrics
about knitting, etc. encouraged Americans to knit for the war effort.
Knitting became not only acceptable, but expected. Men were taught to knit during

work lunch breaks. Most women and many men already knew how to knit. Those
who didn’t quickly learned. Some experienced knitters reworked any shoddy work
before garments were given to the American Red Cross (ARC) that issued patterns
and yarn, collected finished goods, and shipped them to Europe. Knitters were told to
stop all other knitting items to devote all their spare time to knitting socks, using any
appropriately-colored wool they could find. Non-knitters were urged to purchase yarn
for knitters.
In the summer of 1917 the ARC issued an urgent call for one and a half million

each of knitted wristlets, mufflers, sweaters, and pairs of socks. Soldiers spent weeks
or months entrenched in wet and freezing conditions, so the need for socks was
paramount to avoid contracting trench foot—a fungus.
“Knit for Sammie!” became the rallying cry of ARC knitters. American soldiers

were called Sammies, short for Uncle Sam. Sammies needed wool helmets and
vests, chest covers and fingerless mitts to allow trigger access. Knitters also produced
so-called stump socks to cover amputated limbs. Military commanders were required
by the War Council to account for the donated ARC garments “as though they were
government property regularly supplied by the Quartermaster Corps…This action on
the part of the War Department will assure thousands of American women who have
knitted sweaters and other articles for soldiers for winter use that the articles they
have made will receive the same careful attention as clothing or any other article
furnished by the government.”
By mid-1918 the need for socks was so critical that the ARC begged knitters:

“Don’t make sweaters…every pound of yarn that can be secured should be used for
socks.” Some knitters conserved wool by using cotton yarn for the legs and wool for
the feet. Wool was the best fiber for moisture absorption. Other knitters, confused by
the semi-complicated task of turning the heel, began knitting heel-less tube socks.
Soldiers loved them because they were more comfortable than socks with lumpy,
poorly made heels.
To ease yarn shortage, the War Industries Board ordered all American yarn retailers

to turn over their stock of service yarn to the ARC. For six weeks, all yarn for war-effort
knitting was available only through the ARC. The production of the “critical war material”
(wool) prompted President Woodrow Wilson to allow a small flock of sheep on the
White House lawn.
The so-called War to End all Wars ended November 11, 1918 when Germany

surrendered. Participants in the program have been quoted as feeling they did some-
thing to help the war effort, that they alleviated suffering, and that they were calmed
by the act of knitting. The program was successful for everyone. Many knitters swore
off gray and khaki yarn for good, or so they thought. These same knitters were to be
the first to pick up their needles in December 1941, to once again “knit for victory.”

“I wonder who’s knitting for me!”…1917 sheet music
© 2018 Sharon Greve Contact castonshar@charter.net No reprint without permission.

COUNTRY REGISTER RECIPE EXCHANGE

Salsa
Submitted by Helen Manzanares, Chama, NM

1 large can whole tomatoes 5 jalapeños
1 medium onion 1 clove garlic
1 teaspoon pequin chile powder (add at end)
Fresh cilantro (optional)
Chop in blender.
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FFeeaattuurriinngg QQuuaalliittyy FFaabbrriiccss,, PPaatttteerrnnss aanndd
HHaannddmmaaddee oonnee--ooff--aa--kkiinndd IItteemmss 

ffoorr YYoouurr HHoommee

We Offer a Variety of Different Decors Including Primitive, Country, Folk Art, Lodge, etc. 

Follow Our Blog! needlesnpinsstitcheries.blogspot.com
All the work is done by HAND!

OOffffeerriinngg QQuuaalliittyy FFaabbrriiccss aanndd PPaatttteerrnnss!!
QQuuiillttss •• PPiilllloowwss •• PPllaacceemmaattss •• TToowweellss •• PPoott HHoollddeerrss •• MMuucchh MMoorree

Visit Us Online:
wwwwww..eettssyy..ccoomm//sshhoopp//nneeeeddlleessnnppiinnssssttiicchheerryy

TThhee WWooooddWWoorrkkiinngg
SShhoopp

At The WoodworkingShop we offer handcarved wooden spoons,birch tree bowls,candleholders andmany more handmadewood items. We alsooffer woodworking suppliesfor your DIY projects andsupplies for your rusticwedding. 
We sell lodge, cabin, rustic,primitive decor along withwoodworking supplies!

Visit us online:
www.etsy.com/shop/thewoodworkingshop


